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P.O. Box 1663, lMail Stop K491
Los .41amos. New Nlexico 87545

Dear Mr. Hansen:

\J~e are pleased to learn that your thermai ionization mass spectrometry ultra-sensitive analysis

technique for plutonium analysis ISprogressing along so \veii afier tour participation in the
\ationai Institutes of Standards and Technology traceabie intercornparison that \vas done in mid-
]997 j-our current nominai derec[lon iimit of -60 aci ,,vl[h a ---~ aci measurement

pertorrnance is indeed impressive and does maeed represent significant technical progress in
ensuring the health and safety oi radiation workers.

It is reassuring to learn that you are working toward fhil compliance tvith title 10 Code of Federal
Regulations 835 which reiies on compliance \vith the performance criteria in American National
Standards Institute ~ANSI) N 1330 with Departmental standardization on the minimum detectable
activity in attocuries.

\\re appreciate your offer ofpotentiai collaboration \vith the Lawrence Livermore National
Laboratory (LLNL) to ensure success in the e~aluation of the hlarshail Islands relocation project
At this time. \ve are committed to a process uith the LLYL and the number ot’samples at this

point is minimai. As you are mos~ likely aware. LLNL is pursuing the use OFaccelerator mass
spectromet~ as a technology that hoids great promise r’or ~he sampling that Is pianned in these
resettling communities.

lfthe opportunity should arise ~hat tour assistance might be needed. ~~e\vill certainiv {ret in.5
touch. Thank you for keeping us up to date on your progress

SincereI}.
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